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Post-war Drama and Conflict over Existence

- Based on the sexuality shown in Kim Sang-min’s (The House on the Cliff)
and Oh Hak-young's (A Bridge of Abyss) -

Kim, Lee-an

Human dignity comes from the freedom of the body. In particular,
'sexuality' is the source of self-identity and a key factor in making
humans human. However, after the Korean War, the Lee Seung-man
regime suppressed ideology and sexiness under the guise of national
reconstruction to maintain its long-term government. As a result,
human existence was divided into good and evil according to anti-
communist ideology, and sexuality was judged based on traditional
familism. However, the administration based on the U.S. political and
economic foundations has created contradictions that encourage
human inner desires.

The post-war generation rebelled against the reality that alienated
humans by coexisting with the value system of the past and the material
god even though their lives and communities had been ruined by the
war of ideology. And they secretly explored the identity of human
existence to live a free life in its original nature.

At this time, sexiness works as a way of self-liberation, so it becomes
an important subject for exploring the identity of human existence. Kim
Sang-min's drama, <The House on the Cliff> ("Hyeondae Literature;,
1958.12) and Oh Hak-young's <A Bridge of Abyss> ("Hyeondae Literature;,
1959.10.), dramatized sexual deviations against the oppressive reality
that even the fundamental desire for love must be carried out ethically
and morally within universal social norms. Based on the two plays,

this paper attempts to analyze the stage background containing the
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existential consciousness of the post-war generation and the sexual
conflict of the characters in the play. This aims to focus on the reality
of the time when the conflict over existence was frustrated by infidelity

and to understand the zeitgeist of the postwar generation.

Key Words : existentialism, post-war generation, sexuality, adultery,
self-liberation
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