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A Research on Elegies of Yongjae Yi Haeng
Jang, Jin-youp

This research approaches the elegies (% 14#%) of Yongjae Yi Haeng, en
route to reading his classical Chinese poetry. There are 101 verses
under 63 titles of elegies in Yongjaejip: most of these poems are mansi
(#:#%; condolatory poetry), and are entitled “~ mansa (#zi; condolatory
words)” or “gok (% mourning) ~".

First, main texts of the elegies are categorized and probed in three.
First are the poems that deal with bitter deaths during sahwa (L:iifi: the
purge of literati); a sense of strong resentment on the unfair deaths
that makes one question the Heaven's way flows throughout these
works. The expressions seek to emphasize the noble nature of the dead,
or accurately describe the experiences during sahwa. Second are the
poems that feature praise on the dead’s contributions written after
Chungjong’s Restoration to Righteous Governance. Here, the writer
displays an official attitude - stressing what kind of loss one‘s death
brought to the king and the country, and to the people and the literati.
Also, in elegies written for an acquaintance about their family member,
Yi Haeng lauds the virtue of the passed and the prosperity of the family.
Third are the poems about distinguished features and memories of
personal connections. These poems are especially valuable in their
authenticity and originality.

Next, the aim of Yi Haeng's elegies are discussed in two aspects, with
the first being the expressions of personal grief — which is especially
visible on elegies about his friends. Yi Haeng expressed his sorrows
through lamenting his loneliness after all his friends have left. Second
is the emphasis on the good fortune and the achievements of the
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family’s trade. He consoles the passed by saying that their descendants
would benefit from their virtues, and that an outstanding heir would
assume the family’s trade. While this corresponds to the universal view
on life and death based on Confucian values, Yi Haeng actively uses it
to overcome the sense of meaninglessness in his elegies. This idea adds
a temperate and peaceful aesthetic to his elegies.

The unique historical situation called Kapchasahwa (The Kapcha[1504]
Purge of Literati) endowed Yi Haeng's elegies with distinctive trait, setting
them apart from the authors of different periods. The sense of loss and
loneliness from losing mates is a sentiment that pierces through his
literature in general; further discussions are warranted on what meaning
the accomplishments of Yi Haeng's elegies have on the history of
literature in early Choson. Special attention should be paid in deliberating
how the real life context of sahwa is related to the literature and
consciousness of the people of then.

Key Words : Yongjae, Yi Haeng, elegy, mansi, mansa, Kapchasahwa
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