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A Contemplation on Perception on ‘Cheondo(X&)" and
‘Cheonmyeong(CKai) of Seodang Lee Deok-soo

- Focusing on Works Written for the Short-Lived Deceased -

Lee, Hwang-jin

This article is a contemplation on perception on Cheondo(X:&:right-
of-way of heaven) and Cheonmyeong(X#:innate life time, innate destiny)
of Seodang Lee Deok-soo(1673~1744) who was the representative
bureaucrat officer of Soron Faction in the early 18th century with the
focus on the written works of the short-lived deceased from the various
written works that Lee Deok-soo had written for the deceased.

FSeodangsajae; is a collection of literature that its author, Lee Deok-
soo, summarized poems and literature works and independently edited
during his life time, with the first independently edited work on its
literature collection is <Suksimmyeonjungman> written in 1693. This
poem contains inquiries on Cheondo and destiny that it seems to have
a special intent of editing arrangement.

Although the perception of Lee Deok-soo on the Cheondo was based
on the concept on the Cheondo under the perspective of the Confucian
scholar, it had suspicion on the Cheondo continuously and rebutted on
the Cheondo. Lee Deok-soo said the Cheondo is the righteous justice
and right-of-way that people must practice, but he also seemed to have
the perception that it is a separate issue to keep it or not.

With respect to the short-lived deceased, Lee Deok-soo explained
that their lives were short-lived one due to the fact that, if a property
is too clean, it is easy to get dirty, and if the energy is too clear, it is
easy to scattered, and as the splendor of a flower gets early withering

away as the way of life in the world, they were born with a short life
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span since they have higher level of personal attributes and talent than
others.

Lee Deok-soo perceived that the life of a human would be the
Cheonmyeong whether is a prolonged one or short one that no human

may control over it, and in such a destiny, it would be inescapable one.

Key Words : Seodang Lee Deok-soo, Cheondo(Xi&:right-of-way of heaven),
Cheonmyeong(X#s:innate life time), Life span, Destiny, Short-lived
deceased
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