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Japanese Imperialism, Colonial Media, and ‘Clean and
Healthy Body

- Discourse on Syphilis in "Maeil Shinbos, "Dong-A [1boy and "Chosun Ilbos -

An, Young-hee

This study reveals the differential governance strategy of Japanese
imperialism through the discourse on syphilis that appeared in the
colonial media. If you examine the media in colonial Joseon, TMaeil
Shinbo,, the newspaper of the Japanese government-general, faithfully
reflects the position of imperial Japan. The private magazine "Dong-A
IIbos reflects the interest in women's liberation and the lives of the
lower classes and Koreans in the Joseon Dynasty, and directs much
effort into promoting women's human rights. Meanwhile, "Chosun I1bo,
is applying discriminatory hygiene policies to men and women in
collusion with commercial capitalism.

The results of examining the colony's hygiene policy and patriarchy
through the discourse on syphilis in the colonial media are as follow.
First, how are the sanitary policies of empires and colonies appearing
in each newspaper? "Maeil Shinbo; is imperial Japan, "Dong-A Ilbo; is
the socially underprivileged, and the 'Chosun Ilboy has discriminatory
hygiene policies applied to men and women. Through this, it was
possible to know the differential governance strategy of imperialism
applied differently among genders, regions, and classes.

Second, who do the ™aeil Shinboy, "Dong-A Ilbos and "Chosun Ilbo,
assume as the subject of sexually transmitted diseases? "Maeil Shinbo;
is an attitude that women should train the soldiers of the Empire with
a healthy body. Therefore, it is an attitude to blame the sexually

transmitted diseases on the men who use the yuyu and protect women.
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Dong-A Ilbo; devotes close attention to women's human rights issues
by actively reporting the women's liberation movement and the abolition
of communism, directing attention to the lives of the common people in
the colony. Meanwhile, "Chosun Ilbo; is combined with patriarchy and
commercialism, applying a discriminatory view that the readers of
sexually transmitted disease articles are women and the readers of
sexually transmitted disease advertisements are men. Through this, we
can determine the difference in the perceptions of gender equality in
each newspaper. This study reveals the overall picture of the discourse
on syphilis in the colonial media.

Key Words : "Maeil Shinbos, ‘Dong-A llbos, “Chosun llbos, Japanese Imperialism,
Colonial Media
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