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A Study on Chek Jae and Examination Question Trends in
Late Joseon Dynasty

Focusing on Periods from King Suk Jong to King Jeong Jo Times
Park, Seon-yi
questions of each period’s Chek Jae (3i#) among Chek Jae associated
with academic fields of the time from the period from King Suk Jong to
King Jeong Jo times and to identify their meanings. In the late Joseon
Dynasty, academic field and style of writing diversified from the focus
on doctrines of Zhu Xi. This agitated the view of the world and ruling
principles centering on philosophies of Zhu Xi. Such tendency emerged
clearly in academic or writing-style aspects during the King Jeong Jo
times. King Jeong Jo arranged countermeasures to solidify the view of
the world and ruling principles centering on philosophies of Zhu Xi.
However, state-level awareness on such tendency and countermeasures
against it already started from the times of King Suk Jong and King
Yeong Jo. Such tendency also appeared on the Chek Jae of the times.
Regarding academic fields of the times, Chek Jae questions during the
times of King Suk Jong and King Yeong Jo were divided into discussion
on Li-Qi Philosophy and Human and Non-Human Nature Philosophy,
view on Reverence of Zhu Xi (%¥) and Zhu Xi Literature(’)k ), and
spotlight and re-exploration on Confucian writings (f%#®). In case of
[Byeo Li Qi (£34%)] set when Kim Chang Hyeop (4 Ef}) was serving
as the official, contents described in the actual Chek Jae stated the
intention and purpose of Chek Jae in details. The background of such
Chek Jae was closely related to the academic trend of the time when the
controversy on Human and Non-Human Nature Philosophy actively
took place. Such controversy was regarded as one of Joseon Dynasty’s
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three main discussions including controversies on 4 instincts and 7
emotions (MUi-tikamat) and on human mind and moral mind (A/C8SE/ U
). In addition, [Ju Ja Jae Seo (%&T52)] by Yun Bong Jo (FE#) stated
reverence of Zhu Xi and significance of Zhu Xi literature while [Jeon Ju
Ji Jak (f#75218)] by In Sang Deok (#%:f%) pointed out the need for re-
spotlight and re-exploration on Confucian writings (fE4#2%). Both Ju Ja
Jae Seo (k¥##E) and Jeon Ju Ji Jak ({#zE2fF) reflected controversial
matters in the academic field of the times. In addition, Chek Jae (5i&)
during the King Jeong Jo times was divided into criticism on academic
literatures of the late Ming Dynasty and early Qing Dynasty, traditionality
of Zhu Xi philosophies and re-establishment of its value, and suggestion
of exemplary writing system of the times. For instance, [Sok Hak ({4£%)]
set by King Jeong Jo for civil officials (#%3F) and Sungkyunkwan
students in the 15th year of King Jeong Jo (1791) was a representative
Chek Jae (3:#) which showed King Jeong Jo’s critical view on the late
Ming Dynasty and early Qing Dynasty's academic literatures such as
Yang Ming's Philosophy deviating from the traditional Neo-Confucianism,
Philology, theories of scholars, and Chilja and Ohja (-7 1.2ik) writing
system that were trending among scholars of the times. King Jeong Jo
set such Chek Jae to return to the traditional Zhu Zi philosophies. [Sim
(0] set for Confucianists qualified for civil service examination. Civil
officials (#pECE) also reflected King Jeong Jo's intentions of regarding
Zhu Xi interpretations and theories as the primary principle and
putting the priority to recover the traditionality of Zhu Xi philosophies
and re-establish the values under academic trends of criticizing Zhu

Xi philosophies.

Key Words : chek jae (558, chaekmun (%), Sukjong (52), Yeongjo (Z&B),
Jeongjo (B8, scholarship
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