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The Narrative Aspects and Healing Effects of Old Age Novels

- Focusing on Kim Won-il's "The Memory of Sad Times -

Lee, Sook

The purpose of this study is to examine the narrative aspects and
healing effects of Kim Won-il's old age novel, "The Memory of Sad Time;.
"The Memory of Sad Time; is a series of novels consisting of four
pieces: "What Am I;, T Know Myself,, "I Am Afraid,, 'l Didn't Exist,. The
focalizers and main characters, Mrs. Han, Lady Chojeong, Sir Yun, and
Mr. Kim, are living in Girowon, a private nursing home, and spending
their senescence together. Each of them is facing the moment of death
recalling past memories they have.

This work reveals philosophical recognition on death and life, meta-
cognitive speculation, and human existence and desire from the pers-
pective of its narrative structure and discourse. The affect that people
in senescence show such as loneliness, depression, anger, and sadness
comes to be expressed as pathological symptoms, for instance, dementia
(cognitive impairment) or cerebral infarction. Also, while suffering from
their mental and physical pain, they tend to keep thinking about the
pain they are in or the aspects of life. From the existential standpoint
of a subject and other, the characters are reproduced as the ambivalent
beings of compassion and hatred.

The literary curability of old age novels can be found from the memories
(records) of old characters who have gone through historical time and
the power of insight. Those that have undergone historical hardships,
for example, Japanese imperialism or the Korean War, preferentially
need Jagyeong (H#% to realize the absolute value and dignity of one’s

own character themselves) to heal the trauma. Moreover, when other
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generations, too, empathize with the lives of senescence they will also
face in the future and communicate with them, communication between
generations can be realized, and the social pain of the disaster community
can be eliminated as well.

Writer Kim Won-il reproduces the narrative in "The Memory of Sad
Time; through the otherized life of senescence and ‘the recalling of
suppressed memories’. This pandemic era in which we are facing the
matters of disease and death unavoidably is when it is more needed to
change our recognition on aging, disease, or death than in any other
time, and it is also necessary to have new knowledge about that, too.
Consequently, old age Novels allowing us to consider how to live are the
literature of existence telling stories about death and life as well as
extinction and generation and that equipped with ‘curability’ having so
much implication to this post-COVID era. In conclusion, we can say
that old age novels are the literature contributing to not only those in
senescence but the healing of trauma that humans have by turning

pain and sadness into a narrative.

Key Words : Kim Won-il, The Memory of Sad Time, Old Age Novels, healing
(curability), memory, time, the post-COVID era
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