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A Study on Operation of Chinese Character Education in
Universities and Improvement Measures

- Focusing on Basic Chinese Class in Sungkyunkwan University -

Lee, Seung-yong

In liberal arts education in universities, Chinese character class is
not limited to pure learning from learning Chinese character to Chinese
language and reading and understanding Chinese characters. In narrower
aspect, learning Chinese characters in liberal arts education enhances
understanding on Korean words and becomes the fundamental base for
enhancing literacy because Korean words as over 60% of them are
Chinese characters. In broader aspect, learning Chinese characters in
literal arts education helps identifying and understanding the history
and traditional culture by learning the basic skills for approaching the
Classical Chinese writings that cover from literature to historical studies
and philosophy. While Chinese character class holds considerable
influence and ripple effect in literal arts education in universities, the
status of Chinese character class is diminishing in literal arts education
in universities. Without identifying the present status of Chinese
character class in literal arts education of universities and without
trying to improve the Chinese character class in reflection of learner’s
needs, the Chinese character class will face the crisis in existence.

In response, this study tried to find the improvement measures and
effective teaching method by examining and analyzing the textbooks
and teaching methods utilized in Basic Chinese Character Class of
Sungkyunkwan University. While it may be regarded as the case of an
individual school, this study holds significance as it is directly related
to seeking the effective operation measures for Chinese character class
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in liberal arts education in each university

Key Words : University, Liberal Arts Education, Chinese Character Class, Basic
Chinese Character Class, Teaching Method
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