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Na Hye-sok’s Trip to Europe and America and a New Style
of Writing

An, Young-hee - Jung, Hye-young

During the colonial Joseon period, where the general predominance
of men over women was strong due to Confucian ideology and there still
existed a strong sense of Mun (3¢), modern women often experienced
extreme prejudice and accusations. Na Hye-sok, however, had built up
her own successful career as a writer and a painter who was equal to
the men in her fields. A detailed examination of this process reveals on
one hand, the realities of the lives that modern Joseon women led during
the colonial period, and the reality of the modernity experienced by the
general population living in colonial Joseon society. On the other hand,
this analysis also reveals the process which an individual goes through
in order to gain dignity during the fight against prejudice and accusations.
During this process, a comparative study with the Parisian experience
of Akiko Yosano, a modern Japanese woman, is essential. Na Hye-sok
and Akiko Yosano are both representatives of the first generation of
modern women in Joseon and Japan, and have published numerous works
as writers. Both of them had rarely stayed in Paris as modern women
during that time.Additionally, it is also important to set Akiko Yosano
as a comparative subject in order to more critically examine the significant
role of Nae Hye-sok during the colonial Joseon time period, as Na Hye-sok
refers to Akiko Yosano, who was also actively involved in writing articles
and poetry, as her role model. Based on this information, this study
examines the characteristics of the general circumstances and significance
of Joseon modern women, as symbolized by Na Hye-sok, by focusing
specifically of her experience traveling in Europe and America.
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