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The Need to Teach Plural Marker Teul for Beginners
Ha, Shin-young

Up until recently, Korean language education has not focused on the
plural marker ‘teul’ within grammar or vocabulary curriculums, thus
rarely explaining the essential meaning of ‘teul’ to Korean language
learners. Even though learners exhibit errors when using this grammatical
constructions, there still remain cases where the teacher cannot correct
the sentences due to a lack of standards for teaching the grammar of
‘teul.” Over the course of this study, I observed the usage of ‘teul’ in
Korean language textbooks, and analyzed the role of ‘teul’ in learners
corpus in order to establish a method for teaching this grammar to
beginner learners.

Essentially, it is most important to educate Korean language learners
that the plural marker ‘teul’ is to be combined with a human noun, not
with an object noun. It is natural to forgo the usage of ‘teul’ when there
are expressions for indefinite numbers in sentences, but it should be
taught that ‘teul’ can be used with human nouns even in such sentences.
This material may be included in teaching content which covers sentences
when the preceding noun is a plural-person pronoun, thus allowing the
plurality to be emphasized by adding an additional ‘teul.’

Key Words : Teaching grammar, Plural marker ‘teul’, Beginning language learners,
Human nouns, Object nouns, Learner corpus analysis
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