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Left-Wing Literature's Locutionary Act and the Ideal of “the

People” During the Liberation Period

Yeo, Sang—im

This thesis examines the ideological orientation revealed in the
literary theory, literary criticism, and poems of left-wing literary figures
, including the “Joseon Writers' Union,” during the Liberation Period,
focusing on its locutionary act and expression of the ideal of “the
people.” These left-wing writers viewed the literature of the liberation
period as national literature, and the ideal of “the people,” or “ the
people's identity” as its vision and orientation. . This vision of the people
is the most important characteristic of the literature of the liberation
period, including literary theory, literary criticism, poetry, and other
literary works .

Expression of the ideal of the people and other literary activities
based on it by the Joseon Writers' Union and other left-wing writers can
be seen as a locutionary act. Language operates in a field of action
in which immaterial transformation takes place. As people share ideas,
ask questions, or issue commands, their words change others'
thoughts, beliefs, and possibly actions. In promulgating the ideal of the
people, left-wing writers made the general public aware of them as
oppressed and struggling. . Through their locutionary act the people
became the national and historical focus of contemporary society
during the liberation period. .
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Key Word : the liberation period, Joseon Writers' Union, national literature,
people's identity, locutionary act, formation of the people.
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