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Hyeon Jin-Geon's Literary Patrons and Personal Talent

- With a focus on his Sacrificial Flowers and Overnight Fog
Nam, Sang—Kwon

This study discusses Daegu, where Hyeon Jin-geon spent his
childhood, and the contributors patrons who contributed to his growth
as a writer based on  his short stories “Sacrificial Flowers” and
“Overnight Fog.” . His first short story, “Sacrificial Flowers,” involves
a mysterious tragedy in the history of his family. It was published in
Gaebyeok thanks to the arrangement made by Hyeon Hee-woon, his
uncle and the head of the literature department at Gaebyeoksa. This
story hints at the beginning of the failed marriage of his third brother,
Hyeon Jeong-geon, who was an independence activist and his motivation
for going into exile overseas. “Overnight Fog” depicts Hyeon Jin-geon's
employment as a reporter. This story also reveals the whereabouts of
Hyeon Yeong-woon, another uncle of his, who had been unknown to
the public. Both the stories show the close relationships and solidarity
among his brothers and relatives in Seoul. Daegu is not only the
author's the home town, but it also symbolizes the crisis of their family
history to the characters of the stories. Looking back on the city as a
successful writer , however, Hyeon Jin-geon saw Daegu as a land that
had been taken away, a town of poverty, and a placeholder for the
tragedy of Korea's national history. He expresses his experiential insight
into and compassion for the poor in his essay “Summer and Bare Feet”
as well as in other works.
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