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A Study of hrlDaehanmunbeop(1908)J Postposition System Title

- Focused on “Husas” and “Case endings”
Kim, Hee—seon

The purpose of this study is to investigate perceptions of Korean
grammar found in the case system in Kim Gyu-shik's Daehanmun
-beop(1908), a grammar book of Korean published during the early days
of modern times. For this purpose, the investigator analyzed the
developmental process of case system in Korean grammar books
published by Western people during the early days of modern times,
the case system in Yu Gil-jun’s Daechanmunjeon(1909) and Ju Si-gyeong’s
Gukeomunbeop(1910) published around the time when Daehanmunbeop(1908)
was published, and the patterns of case system in learning materials for Korean
published by Japanese people.

Kim Gyu-shik(1908) criticized the system of single postpositions of
Underwood(1890) and divided the case system into “Husas” referring to
postpositions and “case endings” based on the nominal declination
theory. That is, his case system in Daechanmunbeop(1908) followed the
system of dividing cases into two groups that began with Dallet(1874)
and led to Ridel(1881) and Scott(1887). There are total 12 subcategories
of “Husas” according to their meanings. Of these many types, Gyeokchi,
material, and reason Husas overlap with case endings, which makes
their separation from case endings rather ambiguous. They matched
postpositions by Underwood(1890) in many cases, as well.

“Case endings” are divided into total five groups of subjective,
possessive, objective, place name, and cause cases. One of the reasons

why Kim Gyu-shik divided the case system into two parts was that the
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subjective and objective cases only had a syntactic function of
representing the case of the preceding noun and could thus be
considered as no “Husas.” He believed that only the subjective and
objective cases were considered as case markers performing a purely
grammatical function just like Ju Si-gyeong(1910). He also shared a
viewpoint with him in his description of the semantic functions of ‘¢/#.’

He also provided all the allomorphs according to preceding nouns in
subjective, objective, and cause endings, and this way of description was
usually found in Western or Japanese learning materials for Korean.
There were only two forms, on the other hand, provided according to
final consonants of preceding nouns in grammar books written by
Japanese people with profound academic depth in Korean studies and
in those by Yu Gil-jun(1906, 1909) and Ju Si-gyeong(1910). This way of
presenting case ending forms by Kim Gyu-shik (1908) was derived from
the influence of Underwood’s viewpoint of grammar and his own

objective perspective of Korean language as a linguistic system.

Key Word : Kim Gyu-shik, Daehanmunbeop(1908), Modern enlightenment

period Korean grammar, Postposition system, Postposition(#3)
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