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Korean Speaking Anxiety Based on the Personal Narratives of

Chinese International Students

Kim, Jeong—ran

The purpose of this study is to examine the patterns of Korean speaking
anxiety based on the personal narratives of Chinese international
students.The qualitative research was done using the content-analysis
method.

The analysis is organized into four categories Category 1 anxiety
arises from socio-cultural differences between China and Korea, with
subcategories of anxiety about responding to online media, interacting
with a conversation partner, and using local dialects. Category 2 anxiety
arises from interpersonal interactions and differences in Korean language
ability between conversation partners. Category 3 anxiety is related to
speaker-s expressing themselves in Korean, with a subcategory involving
pronunciation errors, such as specific final and soft phonetic pronunciation.
Category 4 anxiety was related to audience acceptance, triggered by the
listener's repeated statements and time pressure. The importance of this
study is that the data about Korean speaking anxiety was collected from
the narratives of Chinese learners' personal experiences and analyzed
in terms of the essential elements of communication, namely, socio-cultural

context, speaker, expression, and acceptance.

Key Word : experience narrative, Korean speaking anxiety, social and cultural
anxiety, Korean ability comparison anxiety, pronunciation anxiety,
acceptance and reaction anxiety
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