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Contrasting Korean and Chinese Adjectives of Personality for

Chinese Learners

Lu Ming Jun - Park Deok—yu

Adjectives of personality are very important for foreign Korean
learners, especially in applying to study or find a job in Korea. However,
most foreign learners cannot express their personalities in Korean as
precisely as they can in their native languages. This paper examines the
commonalities and differences between Korean and Chinese adjectives
of personality, focusing on the adjectives of personality frequently used
by Chinese learners in real life. We characterized Korean adjectives
of personality having “-basic meaning-" or “extended meaning” and
compared them with the corresponding Chinese adjectives. The basic
meaning is that adjectives of personality were found to have a lot in
common in the case of ‘complete agreement’, and there were many
differences in the case of ‘partial agreement’ and ‘disagreement’. In
addition, the extended meaning is a character expression have a lot in
common in ‘the case where the basic meaning and the extended meaning
coincide’, but there are many differences in the case where the ‘basic
meaning matches but the extended meaning does not coincide’.
Therefore, it is necessary to pay attention to the differences in the

influence of native language interference.

Key Word : adjectives of personality, basic meanings, extended meanings,

Chinese learners, contrast analysis
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