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Joseon-period Scenic Spots Seen Through Then Travelogues

Kim, Mi—sun

The purpose of this study was to identify the scenic spots of the Joseon
dynasty period based on then travelogues to contribute to research
related to scenic spots.

First, of more than 1,200 travelogues written in classic Chinese in the
Joseon dynasty, through 969 diaries in which the destination was
relatively clearly revealed in the title, the types of scenic spots were
arranged. The scenic spots were largely classified into nature and
human types. Nature types include mountains (501), valleys (50), ponds
and lakes (38), rocks (27), islands (19), seas and beaches (18), peaks (17),
waterfalls (17), rivers (16), cliffs (12), caves (4), passes (3), springs and
hot springs (3), and forests (1), totaling 726 travelogues.

Human types include villages and regions (85), temples (66), pavilions
(44), ancient capitals (16), Confucian academies (12), castle walls (6),
gardens (6), palaces (2), tombs (2), memorial structures (2), bridges (1),
and shrines (1 pieces), totaling 243 travelogues. There are many cases
of tours of natural type of scenic spots rather than human types, with
more than 50% of the tours concerning mountains.

Next, the examination based on types of travel revealed the division
of the Joseon-period scenic spots into three categories: the category of
mountain-related places such as mountains, valleys, peaks, and
temples, the category of ancient capitals and Hwayang-dong and other
places with traces of ancestors, and the category of famous places

nationwide and in regions.



Key Word : travelogue, Joseon dynasty, scenic spots, excursions, human type,

nature type
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