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Teaching Korean Language with ‘Neologisms’

Song, Hyun—ju

The analysis of the current curricula and textbooks has revealed that
the subject ‘Language and Mass Media’ of the 2015 curriculum, uses
neologisms as the objects of study and addresses ‘word composition and
new word formation’ within the domain of the ‘Exploration and
Exploitation of the Korean language’. Nonetheless, the neologisms are
not exactly the direct objects of the study in the textbook, but rather
examples of the abbreviation, which is one method for word formation.
Additionally, it emphasizes that neologisms may cause communication
issues and thus should be used with caution. The limitation here is that
it does not fully exploit the educational value of the neologisms. This
study seeks to overcome this shortcoming by suggesting three methods
for the Korean language education, which maximize the use of
neologisms based on the results of neologism research.

First, the neologisms can show various aspects of the language in
terms of morphology, grammar, semantics, and functionality. Thus, as
an interesting resource of the vocabulary used in practical language,
neologisms should constitute an integral part of the educational
contents and be seen from various perspectives, rather than from the
sole morphological perspective.

Second, since the neologisms are practical language data that can
attract the interest of students, teaching contents must be organized to
allow the experience of all the processes involved in the language study,

starting from the data collection to comparison and analysis,
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explanation, and reflection on language. Learners can thus look into
neologism usage trends and experience the writing of word definitions
for a neologism dictionary.

Third, teaching contents should be organized to examine what
characteristics of our culture and society current neologisms can teach
us. Also, as neologisms do not merely serve to reflect the realities of
our time, teaching contents should also show that neologisms also

reflect and select the views of language users.

Key Word : neologism, Korean language education, language and medium,

linguistic characteristics, inquiry learning, sociocultural characteristics
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