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A Study on the Translation of Victor Hugo's Poetry in the 1930s

and the Transfiguration of ‘Activist’

Choe, Ji—hyeon

As everyone knows, Victor Hugo was at the forefront of the romantic
literary movement. He is credited with extensive arts as a prominent
poet, novelist, and dramatist. Defending the acceptance of Mes
Misrabless , he was first announced in the Korean Modern Era. His work
was widely read by many readers.

But after accepting 'Les Misrabless , most of readers in modern Korea
regarded him as a enthusiastic activist who criticized political/social
problems. Not a poet or novelist.

After the mid-1930s, Hugo's status changed with the translation of
some of his poems. The year 1935 was the 50th anniversary of Hugo's
death. The literary world of Korea organized a special feature about
Hugo, to express their admiration for him. And including fSi-Wonu (The
Garden of the Poesy), many magazines and newspapers focused on
Hugo's literature, and summarized his outstanding masterpieces briefly.

In this process, some of Hugo's romantic poems were translated.
Especially translator Lee, Heon-Gu praised Hugo's poem highly and
recognized him as a poet who opened new horizons for romantic literary.
With this work as a guide, the literary world of Korea focused on Hugo's

poetic activities.

Key Word : Korean Modern Era, Victor Marie-Hugo, Poetry, Translation
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