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A Study on the 'Fantasticity' and 'Rumor' Motif in the

Tale of Ureonggaksi

Kim, Young—mi

In the Story of Ureonggaksi (Snail-Bride), various motifs of E-mul-gyo-hon
(E4y7els, cross marriage of different kinds), transformation, taboo, breach
and others facilitated, and under this article, 'fantasy' and 'rumor' found
within the narration of taboo and breach are analyzed. On the superficial
level, the Story of Ureonggaksi is largely perceived in two characteri
stics. One is the taboo motif secured by human features. When looking
into other story tales where the taboo motif emerges, it is generally a
case for the behavioral taboo with 'Don't look back' or 'Don't open it'
or the like, but in Ureonggaksi, it displays the timely symbol in 'Wait
for some time'. This is attributable to the fact that it implies a need of
time to transform from a different kind in 'Ureong (snail)' to complete
human in 'Gaksi (bride)'. Another characteristic is that the Story of
Ureonggaksi is full of fantastic color-tones in particular. This is
attributable to the fact that the fantasy is multiplied with the technical
fantasy appearing in the transformation motif, fantasy available within
the Ureong-Gaksi, passion for relationship of the main characters of the
Ureong-Gaksi, and the Chonggak (unmarried man), and the romantic
fantasy of people in the story tale that supported the foregoing.

The characteristics comprising the Story of Ureonggaksi would be the
fact that the 'rumor' is the foundation of the narration. Ureong was
hiding in a paddy field but was hidden behind 'Jangnong (Korean-style
closet)' after it was detected by Chonggak. After Chonggak 'peeped out'
that Ureong was turning into a beautiful bride, it lived with Chonggak
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while hiding in the house. 'Hiding' reflects the psychology that it would
not want to inform anyone but forge a relationship in secrecy and this
is the attribute as the source of the rumor and starting point of the
rumor. As it is concealed further, the rumor on Ureong-Gaksi would
scatter around more broadly to have king, governor or mayor learn
about it that the narration in the later part of Ureonggaksi was propelled
by the 'rumor'.

This article examined 'fantasy' and 'rumor' positioned in the
narration of taboo and breach with the subject of the Story of
Ureonggaksi. In particular, this article has its implication in that it
examined the motif of 'rumor' that had not been spotlighted in the Story
of Ureonggaksi up to this point and contemplated on how it has been

modified and accommodated in contemporary ways.

Key Word : Ureonggaksi folktale, taboo and breach, time taboo, relationship,

transformation, fantasy, auspicious spirit(¥#5&), rumor
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