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Catholic Gasa and Rhetoric of Anxiety-Hope: Focusing on

<Seompongga>, <Sastmpanga>, and <Gongsimpanga>

Ko, Seong—hye

This writing starts from the Priest Choi, Yangeop's view of those days
and the question of why he selected the Catholic Gasa as the means of
mission work. He has been highlighted among the writers of the Catholic
Gasa in the 19th century. Thus, moving on from the studies on the
individual works which have been completed, it analyzed his works'
meaning in the Catholic Gasa.

For this, it first made <Seonjongga>, <Sasimpanga>, and <Gongsimpanga>
that are judged to have representativeness and distinction as subjects
of the study. And it examines the aspects of the afterlife described in
the texts and the methodical characteristics to convey them to readers.
It traces universal rhetorical techniques of the Catholic Gasa and at the
same time, shows the meanings of the texts through the process.

Chapter II examines the denial of this world and the afterlife in the
Catholic doctrine. In the Joseon Dynasty, it was acceptable that the views
of the afterlife were denied resulting in Confucian ideology at the time.
And the Catholics were scattered in all parts of the country and in
perilous spiritual conditions because of persecution. What Choi,
Yangeop did in this situation was to inform people of being rewarded
with faith in different endings when they believe in Catholicism and lead
a devout religious life. So, he presented objective evidence of the afterlife
and clearly proved it in the <Seonjongga>.

Chapter [Il analyzes the <Sasimpanga> and the <Gongsimpanga> and

examines the construction of the narratives that stir emotion. All the
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works adopt a trial motif called <Sasimpan> and <Gongsimpan>. They
comprise the structure to incite human existent anxiety and strengthen
faith with plots of hope. The emotional narrative structure that makes
anxiety and hope pivotal is the typical rhetoric technique of the Catholic
Gasa. However, the <Sasimpanga> and the <Gongsimpanga> move on
from this and secure significance by creating more dramatic scenes than
the existing works with a trial motif and characters.

This writing examined how the afterlife was visualized through the
<Seonjongga>, the <Sasimpanga>, and the <Gongsimpanga>, emotion
described in the process to mold the world, and what they wanted to
survive the process. In conclusion, the three works can be the
representative Gasa works that informed people of Catholicism by using
the narrative strategies of the universal Catholic Gasa and had a direct

effect on their consciousness.

Key Word: Catholic Gasa, <Seonjongga>, <Sasimpanga>, <Gongsimpanga>,
Rhetoric, Persuasion, Emotion
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