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A Study on Lee Saek's Sehwa Sipjangsaeng Poetry

Hwang, Su—jeong

This study speculated on the Sehwa Sipjangsaeng poetry by Lee Saek,
a civil minister, scholar, and poet during the late Goryeo period. There
were a number of achievements in studies on Lee Saek's Chinese poetry.
He was much interested in daily narratives and expressed his passion
for such narratives in poetry. It has been ascertained that his poetry
explored diverse and abundant materials and subjects and his Sahwa
Sipjangsaeng bibliograpically mentioned the Korean Sipjangsaeng
painting in the earliest period. Existing relevant studies were usually
focused on the Sehwa and Sipjangsaeng of the Joseon period.

The purpose of this study was to examine the Sehwa Sipjangsaengsi
written by Lee Saek and its meaning. In the late Goryeo period that was
politically intervened by the Yuan Dynasty of China, Lee Saek was a
leader of cultural development with pride and dignity in his country as
one of the Goryoe intellectuals. During those times, a king conferred with
the Sahwa Sipjangsaeng on a subject to celebrate a new year. Lee Saek
expressed his thoughts about the painting in a poem while recovering
from an illness. Thus, his Sehwa Sipjangsaeng poetry has a meaning in
that it led us to an awakening of human life and attitude towards it
beyond the wish of longevity.

His Sehwa Sipjangsaeng poetry was roughly classified into two
perspectives: First, the poetry described his recognition of eternal life
by expressing the homeostasis of the heaven and sustainability of the
earth. That is, it described the sun, clouds, water, and rocks. The poet
expressed the origin and spirit of life based on the principle of nature
circulation in his poetry. Second, it led us to speculate about our variable
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attitude toward life through verses about pine trees, bamboo trees, a
bracket fungus of the genus Fomes, turtles, cranes and deer. That is,
he showed his true attitude as a politician, subject, and intellectual by
expressing his thoughts about miracles and the unchangeability of
animals and plants. Thus, it was concluded that his Sehwa Sipjangsaeng

poetry suggested the origin of life and orientation towards life.

Key Word : Lee Saek, Sehwa (5#), painting, Sipjangsaengdo, eternal, creation,
changeable, orientation
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