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A Study With a Focus on the Appreciation Patterns of Marxism

on Lee Hyo-Seok's Literature in the Former Half of the 1930s

Lee, Mi—rim

The purpose of this study was to investigate the social atmosphere of the
former half of the 1930s through the appreciation patterns of Marxism and
Kollontaism and the extinction process of ideas in Lee Hyo-seok's literature.
Starting with the companion literature, Lee graduated from Gyeongseong
Imperial University in English Literature. He shared Marxism that swept over
the globe with a Japanese professor and his close friend Yu Jin-o and was under
the ideological influence of the professor's education and his friendship with
Yu. In the 1920s and 1930s, intellectual youth in colonized Joseon found a
means for their independent movement in Marxist ideas and accepted it from
a post-colonial perspective to deconstruct the empire and colony. Even though
he did not join the KAPF, he was called a companion writer. His early works
captured the miserable and low state of colonized Joseon and depicted
Vladivostok, a political place of exile, as a utopia where Marxism of joy, deep
impression, and happiness was realized. An event occurred which suppressed
the Joseon Communist Party in the middle 1920s. In 1931, the first round of
arrests occurred for the KAPF. As the brutal and bloody military government
was in place, a process of conversion was formed of escaping from ideas and
ideologies and burying oneself in sex, nature, and social conditions. Lee's
novels of 1931-1934 present a constant stream of ideologists, Marxist ladies,
and Engels girls, showing that the period embodied the coexistence of the Gold
Rush era and the dating era as well as the era of leaflets, strikes, and red
revolutions. Lee adopted romantic and psychological realism techniques

including the enumeration of similar words, depiction of contrasting spaces
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and senses, flow of consciousness, color aesthetics, and other experimental
techniques. They are parts of the characteristics of his literature, which
discussed the dark thematic consciousness of the rebellious society under
observation by escaping censorship and emerged from the KAPF literature's
ideological strictness and dichotomous thinking. During the period, Lee
expressed the journey of modern people, with anxiety and thoughts between
ideas and instincts, between reason and sense, and between duty and pleasure,
in his unique sentiment, colors, and images represented by depression,
darkness, splendor, and radiance. Focusing on Lee's literature between his
companion literature in the middle 1920s and his The Pig in 1933, this study
examined how Marxist ideas were embodied in his works in the era
characterized by the greatest suppression and terror of the ruling Japanese,
the specific presentation of such terms as Marx, Kollontai, proletariat, fighter,
and capitalism, and the most passionate and fierce appearance of ambivalent
elements including the red revolution and the red love between ideologist men
and Marxist women. During the period, Lee dissected sharply the survival
strategies of ideologists to preserve their human nature and life force through

their sex, love, and cohabitation.

Key Word : Marx, ideologist, red revolution, red love, 2)(£)3 2(f1)(food and
color), conversion, Kollontaism
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