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Korean Students Association of Studying Abroad in Tokyo and

Modern Drama in 1910’s

Lee, Sang—woo

The drama <Kyu-han(7+3)>(1917), which was written by Yi Kwang-soo,
has be known that it is the first creative drama in Korea, the beginning
of it's creation is not late from the point of view in the history of Korean
modern literature, or the history of Korean modern theatre. If we assume
that Korean modern dramas(Shin-geki, #8) were established in colonial
Korea in 1920’s, Yi Kwang-soo's writing of drama <AKyu-han(7#3)> was
never too late at that time. However, it is difficult to understand that
Yi Kwang-soo wrote a modern drama at its highlight period of
Shinpa-geki*5}=) in colonial Korea. Not only that, after writing
<Kyu-han(713)>, Cho Cheon-seok’s drama <Jochun-yi-biag(Z32] ¥
o1)>(1918), Choi Seung-man’s drama <Hwang-hon(3%)>(1919), and Yoo
Ji-young's drama <Yisang-jeok-Gyolhon(o]2 ZA&)>(1919~20) were
continually published in the late 1910’s. How can we see this happening
that modern dramas were continuously published in Shinpa-geki period
of colonial Korea.

This thesis is focussed that Korean students studying abroad in Tokyo
mainly wrote these Korean modern dramas at that time, most of them
were belonged to Korean students association of studying abroad in
Tokyo, and their students association performed theatre by themselves
on their year-end party. Especially, <Hwang-hon(3&)>(1919) was
performed on the year-end party of Korean students association.
Therefore, we can suppose that Korean modern dramas which were
created by Korean students studying abroad in Tokyo in 1910’s were

born in accordance with the culture movement of Korean students



association of studying abroad in Tokyo. Their choice of writing drama
was the because that the genre of drama is the most effective for
propagating nationalism and enlightenment than the other genre of
literature, the other arts.

Key words : Korean students association of studying abroad in Tokyo,
Hakjikwang, Yi Kwang-soo, Choi Seung-man, Free love, Genre
of drama
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