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Inaction and Uselessness, New Ethics of 1960s’ the Youth

- Focused on Kim Seungok’s novels -

Kim, Kyung—min

Through all ages, youths have been branded as the driving force of
new era and the symbol of hope and passion. However, the rhetoric that
symbolized youth are only given by older generation and society and
not called by themselves. Moreover, the youth of 4.19 generation who
poured out into the street shouting for the “Individual” and “Freedom”
was forced to be negative on the social responsibility and role given
regardless of their choice or will. It has been mostly interpreted such
that the young characters in the Kim Seungok’'s novel, which
symbolically draw the youth in 1960s after 4.19 revolution, are all
pathetic, passive, failed, and isolated. However, the new interpretation
of this study was that they actively planned and chose the actions to
resist forced roles and values from older generation even though they
seemed as lacking passion and efforts, lazy, and useless. The young
characters in Kim Seungok’ novel tried to protect “their own world” by
showing positiveness in their behaviors in literature, art, and
imagination that are wuseless and unproductive from the older
generation's logic. A series of their actions described as inaction and
uselessness is a process of separating the past ethics assigned
unilaterally by older generation, making new ethics, and actioning. In
that sense, it is worth evaluating as an act of the extension of revolution.

Key word: The Youth, Kim Seungok, 4.19revolution, 4.19generation, Ethics,

Individual, Inaction, Uselessness
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