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Space utilization and narrative function in <Chunhyangjeon>

Shin, Hyo—kyung

Space, a crucial part for aesthetics of a novel, has a symbolic and
aesthetic meaning and plays a role in creating meaning to one’s life.
<Chunhyangjeon> lifts woman's chastity and fidelity on the surface, and
emphasizes human dignity and its value through space. Also, events
engaged in a variety of spaces show different theme for each event.
Paragraphs below describe the researched contents based on these
points.

First, the aspects of space and its utilization shown in
<Chunhyangjeon> was researched and discussed. <Chunhyangjeon>
showed various spaces according to the shift of each event. ‘Hee-won’
was utilized as the preliminary space for preceding an event, while
describing birth of a noble person. ‘Gyul-yeon’ was formed to symbolize
fidelity through Korean folklore ‘Dano’, playing a functional role in
opening another event. ‘Ae-jung’ has its continuity in having both love
and parting of two main characters in the same space, and played a
shifting role in propelling the proceeding event. ‘Shi-ryeon’ represented
fidelity and loyalty with social criticism, and was utilized to symbolize
fidelity of Gisaeng as loyalty.

Second, the narrative function of <Chunhyangjeon> was researched
and discussed. <Chunhyangjeon> through space grants high class and
nobility to Gisaeng, which is subject to the lowest class, and shows
legitimacy for raising one’s class. It furthermore puts morality called
‘“Yeol (%) ahead of unjust conducts of the ruling class, while speaking
for the people’s voice standing against a corrupt society.

Lastly, its significance on literary history was researched through

space utilization. <Chunhyangjeon> through Gisaeng reflects a strong
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woman figure, boldly presenting love which had been suppressed under
patriarchy, and actualizing her firm will. It sublimates the death of
Gisaeng into loyalty in the meantime, which could have been socially
outcast and turned away, and enlightens true freedom and value of a
human.

Key word: <Chunhyangjeon>, Nongae, Pansori novel, Gisaeng, fidelity, Dano

4

D BEisty Zo{Z-Eetnt ZAt
SH . 0331shk@hanmail.net

[y ¢
2'_ A ol

o] =22 20194 11¥ 108 F150f
20194 122 097tX| AlA} 242 5t0d
2019 128 122 ARy &X™E.




