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Reading the modern transformation of |—GarakgukgiJ in

rSarnkukyusa.il and the figures of ‘Heo Hwang-ok’

Cho, Seong—sook

r'Samkukyus.ai has the most narrative among the various materials
of rGarakgukgu passed down from previous generations because it
contains the inherent narration of Heo Hwang-ok. So far, the literary
nature of the birth myth of a nation, rGamkgukgu , have been
discussed widely, and historical reality explored. This includes the study
of the existence of Soo-Ro and Heo Hwang-ok. The birth myth of a
nation, which has appeared from fairy tales to historical readings,
cartoons and novels, have been a narrative focused on Soo-Ro. As
Soo-Ro in these studies is a historical protagonist in the birth myth of
Garakguk, his narrative has been consistent. Even though his figure
changed, the changes were insignificant. On the other hand, Heo
Hwang-ok narrative in the myth oversees many changes in the modern
novels. Therefore, this investigated the transformation of the figures of
Heo Hwang-ok and revealed its meaning.
In the myth, rGarakgukgu in r'Samkukyusaj , Heo Hwang-ok was
a proud, honest and loving woman. She was further branded a female
character, ‘Ratna’, in Kim Jung's modern novel, where was portrayed
as a concrete figure who is active, dedicated to the community, and the
owner of voluntary care. In addition, find her way as a stranger through
maternal experience and exerting dynamic leadership, she revealed her
characteristic as a person who is going through a rite of passage
accomplishing the revelation of heaven. This study thus established that
this female image of Ratna (Heo Hwang-ok) provides the leadership that
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should be exercised in both men and women today.

Key words: Garakgukgi, Heo Hwang-ok narrative,
Mythical symbol, Transformation, Leadership, Maternal instinct,

Rite of passage
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