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Acceptance of the Modern World by Lee Hyo-soek and Natsume
Soseki: Based on Their Experiences Majoring in English Literature

at Imperial University
An, Young—hee

Imperial University is a higher education institution established by the
imperial college decree promulgated in 1886. It was established in Japan
(Tokyo, Kyoto, Tohoku, Kyushu, Hokkaido, Osaka, Nagoya) and colony
(Kyungsung, Taipei). The Imperial University was established to nurture
talents needed for the wealthy nation, i.e., to cultivate bureaucrats
suitable for Imperial Japan. Imperial University English Literature was
a very important department in accepting the Anglo-American world in
the modernization of Japan modeled on England and America.

Natsume Soseki, a native of Tokyo Imperial University, criticized the
civilization society in his first work, 'l am a cat." However, in the "heart"
of his later years, he is heading toward imperialism. In the Department
of English Literature at Tokyo Imperial University, it contributed to the
creation of Natsume Soseki, a national writer.

Lee Hyo-seok, a native of Kyungsung Imperial University, criticized
reality in his early works, "The City and the Ghost," dealing with the
problem of social poverty. However, in his late work "buckwheat
flowering," the reality gradually disappeared and the work with the
lyricism was written. In the end, Lee Hyo - seok created a Japanese novel
about the ideology of the last days of Japanese imperialism and finally
walked the path of pro - Japanese. Most colonial intellectuals, including
Lee Hyo - seok, did not get out of the way at Imperial University. This
was the limit of intellectual college intellectuals.
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