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The Aspects of Capital in Jiwon Park’s Yanghan-jeon and

Heoscreng-jeon

Kim, Young—mi

Yangban-jeon and Heosaeng-jeon, Jiwon Park’s (his pen name is
Yeonam) major works richly reveal a sense of economy of the late of
Chosun period. In their works, the power of capital is a medium leading
narratives. This study focuses on the idea of not only ‘economic capital’,
but also ‘cultural capital’ which has differentiated noblemen (yangban)
from other classes, ‘social capital’ which has created social unity and
bondages in the Confucian scholars’ group, and ‘symbolic capital” which
is socially accepted only in the case of having previous three capital.

The nobleman’s status itself was a powerful symbolic capital. which
worked as an economic capital, cultural capital, and social capital, But
in Yangban-jeon, ‘the reading’ which worked as the nobleman'’s typical
characteristic was useless for solving poverty of economic capital. This
work describes the fall of symbolic capital which the status of nobleman
in Jeongsun is naturally involved with because his economic inability is
satirized by the mayor, his wife, and a rich man who wants to buy the
status of a nobleman.

Heosaeng-jeon is substantially identified with the content of
Yangban-jeon until Heosaeng’'s poor economic capital is magnified by
his wife. However, unlike the nobleman in Jeongsun, Heosaeng took part
in economic activities which revealed that economic capital was largely
enlarged and expanded in the late Chosun period. But in Heosaeng-jeon,
the dilemma of making money as a nobleman and observing good

manners is overlapped between lines. This means that his economic
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activity is not only for his advantage. It was because Chosun was moved
into the society of monetary economy in reality. However, noblemen at
the time lived in the dilemma in which they could not put an emphasis
on money under the idea of neo-Confucianism. In addition, the essence
of cultural capital advocates a moral doctrine and virtues through

Heosaeng.

Key word: Park Jiwon(#Mitil), Yangban-jeon(’i¥HE), Heosaeng-jeon(FiE
{4), economic capital, cultural capital, social capital, symbolic
capital, the fall of symbolic capital, dilemma at the time, the

essence of cultural capital.
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