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An Ideal of the Rule of Right and the Desire of the People
Embodied in the Wan-pan Pansori Novels

Jeong, Bo—bae

The objective of this study was to clarify the close relationship between
the Pansori novels and the theory of the rule of right by Mencius. Among
the Confucianism books that were published in the Chosun Dynasty, the
democratic spirit of Mencius' the rule of right is closely tied to the
demands of ordinary citizens. Among the Confucian scholarship books
that were published in the Chosun Dynasty at the time, the works of
Mencius stated that democratic spirit of "the rule of right" is closely
aligned with the needs of ordinary people of the time. This is
distinguished from "the rule of mighty" in which politics rule by force.
The Wan-pan Pansori novel perfectly embodies this Mencius theory of
“the rule of right". These are the stories of the people who were not good
enough, but who will overcome "the rule of mighty" and grow up as a
person who realizes or proves "the rule of right". People created and
enjoyed Pansori novels in the contemporary era, and dreamed that

Mencius theory of "the rule of right" would be realized in real life.

Key Word : Pansori Novels, Wanpan Banggakbon, Mencius, the Rule of Right,
Korean Old Novel Readers
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