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Grammaticalization and lexicalization of ‘Ro’ as Semanitic case

Josa around Gyeongnam local language

Yang, Ji—hyeon - Hwang, Byung—sun

‘Ro’ as Semanitic case Josa is a following verb used to describe means,
tools, direction, route, position, identity, reason, causes, or result of
changes. It is used for various function as Josa ‘Ro’ but in Gyeongnam
local languages, it has even more functions.

In Gyeongnam local language, ‘Ro’ is grammaticalized in two types.
First is being used as accusative Josa which functions in relation to
sentence structure instead of as Semanitic case. The other function is
it is used as modal Josa emphasizing meaning of precedent material by
abstracting its Semanitic case. Such grammaticalization of ‘Ro’ is related
to Semanitic case of ‘Ro.” This ‘Ro’ with various meanings could be used
as a similar function with proceeding term.

‘Ro’ acting as modal Josa, it forms a new vocabulary by added to the
procedent term and being fossilized. That is, it is being used at the end
of a word such as ‘-nikka’, ~oeseo’, ‘-ge’, ‘~myeonseo’and become an
ending word (semi-lexicalization). What is more, it is combined with
adverb or exclamation words (response) to be lexicalized. The reason
for format with ‘Ro’ becoming lexicalized is because there is relationship

between precedence term of ‘Ro’ and meaning of ‘Ro.’

Key Word : Gramaticalization, Lexicalization, Modal Josa, Semanitic case Josa,
Structural Josa, Accusative Josa
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