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A Study on the Use of the Honorific Suffix ‘-Si-" by

Learners of Korean

Eom, Jin—suk

The use of the Korean honorific suffix -si-" can be explained as a
grammatical form of expressing politeness towards the subject of the
sentence. The objective of this study was to investigate how learners of
Korean use the honorific suffix ‘-si-’ in spoken language. This study
presented six findings by analyzing the results of spoken corpus by
learners of Korean opposed to Korean native speakers. First, ‘-si-" was
used in verbs to express politeness more than in adjectives and a
predicative particle('-ida’). Secondly, ‘-si-’ was used in a direct honorific
sentence the most and ‘-si-’ appeared in all word categories. However,
this was different from the use of ‘-si-" in the indirect honorific
sentences with adjectives and a predicative particle in the case of Korean
native speakers. Furthermore, the learners of Korean used a very high
percentsge of ‘-si-" with adjectives in the indirect honorific sentences
however the kind of vocabulary was very limited. Learners of Korean
also used ‘-si-’ in a final-ending at a high rate due to the high rate of
using ‘-seyo’ as a final-ending, but with few word types. As a result of
analysis, excluding ‘-seyo’, ‘-si-" was used the most in a connective
ending in both groups. In addition, learners of Korean rarely spoke ‘-si-’
for extension use compared to Korean native speakers. Lastly, ‘-si-’ was
more commonly used to address a listener directly as opposed to a third
party in both groups. The percentage was relatively low in the cases of
learners of Korean than in the Korean native speakers. Through this
results, this study showed a necessity to present ‘-si-" in various endings
as well as to express politeness to a second person in Korean textbooks.



Key Word: Honorific Suffix '-Si-’, Learners of Korean, Korean Native

Speakers, Direct Honorific Sentence, Indirect Honorific Sentence,
Extension Use of -Si-’
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