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The Surroundings of Lee In—jik's literature

Pyo, Se—man

Lee In—jik, the controversial author of modern Korean literature, remains
as largely unknown. In this sense, the traces of Lee’s stay in Japan are
important in understanding not only his literary world but also the literature
of the enlightenment era that began there. In particular, ¥ EiA44% which
Lee has written in his resume as his only academic background should be
thoroughly considered as his activities in the media and political circles. H
BisE4% was a formal school for the promotion of politicians and its
participants, including principal Matsumoto Kunfei (#24<#7F), who seemed
to impart a significant impact on the training of Lee’s modern knowledge
and deeply involved in the process of his return to Korea, settlement and
activities in Korea. Also, according to a secret document on Lee In—jik in 1910,
Matsumoto and Lee were particularly close. Especially, Matsumoto’s &t
provides key clues in understanding Lee’s literary and political consciousness.
Matsumoto, who had experience as an American newspaper reporter, defines
newspapers as "a university that educates the people.” And he emphasized
popular writing for enlightenment, which had a great impact on Lee In—jik’s

literature.

Key Word : Lee In—jik, Matsumoto Kunpei, the Enlightenment Novels, Tokyo Seiji
Gakko, Shinbungaku
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