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The Image and Meaning of “An-nam(%FH)”

in the Classical Novels of the 17 - 18th centuries
— Focusing on <So—hyeon—seong—rok>, <Wan—wol—-hoe—maeng—yeon>,

<Chang—seon—gam—ui—rok>, <mong—ok—ssang—bong-yeon—lok> -
Seo, Jeong—hyeon

In this paper, we tried to read the ideological flow of the late Joseon dynasty
by focusing on “hwa-i-lon (¥7%#)” and the literary imagination, and by
paying attention to the image of the An—nam (Vietnam) in the four novels
of 17-18th centuries. In the documents related to An—nam on the Joseon
dynasty, the conflicting perceptions of the “barbarians” and the “civilized
country” coexisted. The four novels reflected this perception in reality.

In <So-hyeon> and <Wan-wol>, while revealing the image as the
"barbarians”, An—nam appeared as the “civilized country”, and implicitly
revealed both sides contradictory to each other. <Chang-seon> and <mong-
ok> revealed the form of the “civilized country”. Especially, in the case of
<mong-ok>, self-consciousness was revealed as the nephew of the fringe
can reach an equal or higher position in China through the main character
from the An—nam. On the other hand, it criticized China’s national coercion.

The image of the An—nam in the four classic novels reflects the perception
of the southern country in the realities of the Joseon Dynasty authors. Also,
it shows as how the ideological flow of the late Joseon dynasty, centered on
“hwa-i-lon”, is shaped through literary imagination and measures the extent
of the progression and deterioration.

Key Word : An—nam, hwa-i-lon, classic novels, the late Joseon dynasty.
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