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Taboos and Violations in Female Heroine Novel

— Focusing on Narrative and Characters of Banghanlingeon —

Gwak, Hyeon—hee

Taboo is a device employed to protect and maintain a person, society, and
sacred things from something unclean. In Banghanlimjeon, the taboo is a logic
to prevent a sacred thing, that is, norms in Confucian society from damages
and to exclude unclean and dirty things which creates threats for norms and
orders in Confucian society. Taboo appearing in Banghanlimjeon is expressed
as a principle G&¥), which should be followed by human beings living in
a Confucian society. Members in the society establish their own identities
and maintain orders and spheres of their community by keeping taboos
expressed as principlesGEEE).

However, paradoxically, a taboo not only makes people follow it but also
tempts them to violate it. Bang Kwan-ju, a protagonist in Banghanlimjeon,
is a being of desires. If desires in the heroine were similar to those of others
internalized by society, there would be no conflicts and violation of taboos.
However, the desires of the heroine in the narrative are always beyond their
limitations and collide against taboos. Though Bang Kwan-ju was born as
a woman, she always violated taboos in the narrative because of her own
desire to live as a 'man’.

Female readers feel catharsis through violation of taboos and reversal of
the reality in the narrative of taboos in Banghanlimjeon. At the time when
women were not permitted to participate in social activities, the genre of
female heroine novels like Banghanlimjeon describing a female protagonist,
who wears men'’s clothes and realizes success in society, becomes a sign
of violation of a taboo with own existence.

However, the space of deviation does not permit complete violation of



taboo. For reviewing the narrative of Banghanlimjeon, after Bang Kwan-ju
violates a taboo, there always exists a punishment for violation. Banghanlimjeon
shows that punishment is followed for a person violating a taboo, suggesting
that Bang Kwan—ju got punished for violating the taboos. Consequently, the
story warns about the violation of taboos and induces readers to follow orders
and norms in the society.

In conclusion, the narrative of Banghanlimjeon is that violating taboos is
due to human desires, and is a work which demonstrates that ambivalence
permits deviations through the life of Bang Kwan—ju, who violates taboos
and yet makes the existing social order firm through punishment agonist

violence of taboo.

Key Word : Female Heroine Novel, Banghanlimjeon, Taboo, Violation, Desire,
Ambivalence
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