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A Study on the Japanese-oriented Expressional Tendencies Found

in the Ruling Sentences of the Korean Supreme Court

Suh, Kyoung—sook

The aim of the present paper is to examine the Japanese-oriented
expressional tendencies found in the ruling sentences of the Korean Supreme
Court. I will explain how Japanese style expressions were introduced into
the rulings and explore the kinds of expressions that appear in the sentences.

The origin of the use of Japanese expressions in rulings sentences can be
traced back to the Japanese occupation of Korea. Joseon was forced through
a Japanese style modernization, and in the new bilingual environment traditional
Korean law was mostly supplanted by a Japanese style legal system. Even
after its liberation, the laws, judiciary practitioners, and overall judicial
system of the Republic of Korea did not undergo major changes.

In the Supreme Court rulings analyzed for this study, the use of incorrect
vocabulary and the misuse of josa (particles) were significant. In addition,
‘~(2)™’ noun clause constructions were used excessively. Finally, many
unnecessary indication expressions were used. Through my research, I
discovered that these sorts of misusages mirror the literary traditions found
in Japanese laws and legal writings.

The Japanese style legalese found in the Korean Supreme Court’s ruling
sentences is unapproachable and confusing for South Koreans. However, the
rulings of the Supreme Court have a great influence on subordinate judgments
and on the lives of the citizens of South Korean. Therefore, it is necessary
to take out the Japanese influenced expressions that have endured and try
to express the contents of judgments and the spirit of Korean law in a manner
that would be more accurate and accessible to the citizens of South Korea.
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