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Cognitive Linguistic Construal of Euphemisms of ‘Death’
Kim, Eok—jo

This study discussed the euphemisms used in place of taboo words
representing ‘death’ from a cognitive linguistic perspective. Chapter 2 investigated
the concepts of taboo word, euphemism, metaphor, metonymy, frame, and
construal from a cognitive linguistic perspective in the form of theoretical
backgrounds. Chapter 3 discussed the euphemisms used in place of taboo
words related to ‘death’ from a cognitive linguistic perspective based on the
contents of Chapter 2. The discussions of this study are summarized as
follows :

First, a linguistic community avoids the taboo words related to ‘death’ in
their daily lives and routinely uses the mechanism of metaphor or metonymy
while using euphemisms replacing the taboo words. ‘Death’ is understood in
the same line as ‘life’ and compared with the movement or travel from this
life to the next world. In addition, ‘death’ is expressed in terms of comparison
with ‘sleep’ or cessation of some functions of the body.

Second, in terms of recognizing and expressing 'death’, it could be
perceived as affirmation and negation by a cognitive linguistic frame, and
could be constructed as a special way. Representation of ‘death’ is expressed
by bringing into relief one of the ‘starting point’, ‘path’, and ‘destination,” and
it was noted that the method of expression differed depending on the

perspective, which one would express.

Key Word: Taboo word, Euphemism, Metaphor, Metonymy, Frame, Construal,
Death
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