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A Study on the Contrastive Analysis of

Korean Final Ending '-tela' and Chinese 'laizhe'

XU MAN

The Korean final ending ‘-tera’ has restrictions in its syntactic and
pragmatic which creates difficulty for the learners to acquire the term. Also,
the final ending displays a range of discourse functions depending on the
contexts of the discourses. Thus, the aim of this study was to conduct a
contrastive analysis between the Korean final ending ‘~tera’ and Chinese
‘laizhe’ to facilitate understanding for Chinese learners. As a result, the
syntactic restrictions of ‘~tera’ were not found in ‘laizhe’. Nevertheless, both
‘~tera’ and ‘laizhe” share similar basic meanings and pragmatic restrictions.
To analyze the discourse functions, the researcher set up four kinds of areas.
In the areas related to 'perception’ and 'topic and background’, both '-tera’
and 'laizhe’ share similar discourse functions. In the areas related to 'volition’
and 'perception’, the discourse functions of '~tera’ were not found in 'laizhe’.
It is hypothesized that the findings from such a contrastive analysis will
further enhance the understanding of Chinese learners who study Korean

while at the same time, assist Korean learners who study Chinese.

Key Word: '~tera’, ‘laizhe’, contrastive analysis, pragmatic restrictions, discourse

functions
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