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Overcoming the Taboos in Jang Yonghak's novels
Ryu, Hee—sik

This study aims to examine as for how Jang Yong-hak’s novels confront
taboos in Korean society and investigate the meaning with regards to "Korean
Literature and Sociology of Taboos”. Jang Yong-hak has once announced
that his novels are the challenge to social taboos. Hence, I have traced the
genealogy of taboos and its functions to clarify the reasons for his challenge
to society. Taboos are more related to 'totems’ which constitute various
societies than 'transgression.’

According to Freud and Nietzsche, many societies are operated by two
mechanisms of "totems and taboos.” Historically, there had been diverse and
heterogeneous totems and taboos in a primitive society. However, when
despotic monarchy appears as a primitive state, all the totems and taboos
are reestablished by 'despotic monarchy and his law (expression).” Bodies
lose their own actions and are encoded for totems and taboos. And then totems
and taboos are transformed into 'nation (people) and law,” as nation-state
appears. Finally, the body itself becomes nation’s totem and is voluntarily
subjected to legal sanction. In other words, the modern state has incessantly
changed bodies into 'nation.’ I can state that taboos are the mechanism which
restricts and constrains the ability of bodies for the operation and preservation
of a society.

It is not desirable to make Jang challenge and overcome taboos in his
novels. It is useless for him to pursue the objects that society demands and
he has attempted to overcome them. He wanted all the bodies to recover their

own activity out of subjection.
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