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The Literature of Reflection and Reconstruction of Memory
Kim, Kyung—min

For a long time, violence by the Korean soldiers during the Vietnam War
has been the object of silence and taboo. Despite the fact that the Korean
military slaughter of Vietnamese civilians was revealed by the press in late
1990, until now, the Korean official memory has not properly dealt with the
Vietnam War. The Korean government might have felt ashamed to confess
the slaughter as a government of defeated army. In the Korean public history,
the Korean military was only recorded as the hero who defended our country
against communists and contributed to the economic development. On the
other hand, the violence by Korean soldiers was excluded and ostracized in
the history and statement about the violence was regarded as an infringement
of the social taboo and was stigmatized.

Literature is like a place, where counter memories are formed, which stand
against the taboo and remind of the events excluded from the official memory.
Hwang Suckyoung’s “Camel’s Eyes”, “A Returned Man”, Ahn Junghyo’s
“The White War” and Bang Hyunseok's “The Time To Eat A Lobster”
represent and criticize the problems created by Korean soldiers’ sexual
violence, Lai Daihan and slaughter of civilians. In this way, writers form the
counter memories that expose shameful historical facts, which are intentionally
excluded by nationalism. History and memory are not set in stone and can
be reconstructed if it is necessary for the present, thus the counter memory
formed by literature can also become the new official history. The new history
always accompanies the new moral. While the previous official history is
limited with the images of hero and patriots, and the new history needs to
include the figure of inflictor of human rights violations. Through new history,

we can learn to feel ashamed and regret our disgraceful past. That is the
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new moral learned by new official history.

Key Word: Vietnam War, Social Taboos, Official Memory, Counter Memory,
Wartime Rape, Slaughter of Civilians
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