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A Study on the Death Year of Lee Kyung-won

and Lee Hyo-seok’s Manchurian Travelogues

Roh, Sang-rae

Lee Hyo-seok traveled to Manchuria (Harbin) twice in 1939 and 1940. After
these trips, he published travelogues in the form of novels and essays: a novel
titled ‘Byukgongmoohan’ and an essay titled ‘AT (The Skin of the
Continent) after his first trip, and a novel titled ‘Harbin’ and an essay titled
‘0 00 #0(The New and the Old) following his second trip.

In point of fact, there are certain important factors related to the death year
of Lee Kyoung-won, Lee Hyo-seok’s wife that should not be overlooked in
connection with these two trips. It has been widely accepted that she died
in January 1940. Apparently, her death should have affected his second
journey and the subsequent travelogues in some way or the other. However,
most of the documents point out that she died in January 1941. If this is the
case, it would be difficult to argue that the feelings attached to her death
are smeared in the second trip narratives. This is an important point to
consider for any researches about Lee Hyo-seok ’'s literary works.

In addition, in the present work, an attempt has been made to reveal the
differences between Lee Hyo-seok 's gaze and other writers’ point of view
on Harbin in their travel writings. The fact that Lee Hyo-seok maintained
a different perspective compared to other writers, who focused on the
hardships and pleasures in Harbin, might be contributable to some extent on

the examination of pro-Japanese activities of Lee Hyo-seok.

Key Word: death year of Lee Kyoung-won, travelogue, Harbin, sorrow, pro—

Japanese
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