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Case Study on the Critical Writing

and the Creative Historical Awareness of University Students
— Focusing on the ‘Theory and Practice of Writing’

Class in the First Semester of 2018 at Incheon National University —
Choi, Ho—young

The purpose of the article is to find ways for university students to foster
humanistic attitudes at the level of culture through critical writing in the
university’s regular curriculum. The critical writing was practiced in ‘Theory
and Practice of Writing” Class in the first semester of 2018 at Incheon National
University. The students in the class watched the red pig(1992), the most
autobiographical as well as rarely dealing with a historical event among
Miyazaki Hayao's works, and wrote a critical response to the movie. The
students’ writings showed the following: First, the students have identified
the director’s anti-war sentiment on World War I and Fascism, which was
the background to the movie, and went further to seek for a self-contained
image of the individual being wary about collective ideology. Next, students
criticized the stereotype of contemporary gender roles from the movie and
the gaze of male chauvinism, and went further to find a flexible approach
to gender consciousness and to establish a sense of correct gender equality.
In this regard, the critical writing of the red pig offers to develop creative
historical awareness in that it is about the history being recreated according
to individual interpretations in current situations rather than about the history
existing as objective facts in the past. Therefore, critical writing can be used
actively to foster humanistic attitudes of university students in that it provides
an opportunity to interact with contemporary environments including past and

present.
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