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Korean Expressions of Mitigation in Product Reviews
Lee, Min—ju-Kang, Hyeon—ah

This study examines the types and functions of mitigating expressions in
Korean product reviews. Mitigation marks the interaction between a writer
and a reader. According to Hyland(2004), mitigation has a meta-discursive
function which highlights the point of view of a text or the author’s attitude
and can be seen as an interactional strategy between a writer and a reader.
In that sense, mitigating expressions are considered as ‘semantic units’ that
provide insights into the writer's subjective view about a particular object
or phenomenon. With the developments in information and communication
technologies, the boundary between a writer and a reader is fading away and
their mutual interactions are becoming more prominent. In such a context,
a study on mitigating expressions will be of help in casting light on subjectivity,
like, on the language on one’s sentiments, evaluation, and/or attitude by
analyzing and classifying the involved expressions. Such a study can provide
crucial data for the compilation of emotion-centered expressions in learner’'s
dictionary entries. This study makes use of a ‘Product Reviews Corpus’ that
consists of subjective texts and focuses on daily life language, and aims at
classifying mitigation expressions and examining their functions as the basis

of phraseological items in the learner’s dictionary.

Key Word : Mitigating expressions, Mitigation, Sentiment expressions, Corpus
methods
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