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A Study on the Construction of Emotional Expression

in the Korean Language

Jo, Kyung—sun

This thesis seeks for the syntactic/semantic characteristics of emotional
expression construction, comprising of emotion verbs after discussing the
necessity of syntactic researches on emotional expression. As the emotion
verbs would concretely show the subject of emotional expression, cause for
the occurrence of emotion, and the concrete emotional state, the analysis of
characteristics or the linguistic formation process of emotional expression
was approached through the syntaxes of emotion verbs. The syntax of
emotion verb structurally shows the aspect of humans’ perception of emotions
by linguistically expressing the cause for the occurrence of emotion and the
emotional state. Construction of emotional expression is formed as the
concrete case in which an experiencer feeling emotions and the cause
generating emotions are located in a certain place. The syntax means that
"the experiencer has a certain emotion caused by a specific situation or an
object’. This thesis divides the syntax of emotion verb into the innate emotion
verb and the figurative emotion verb. The innate emotion verb shows the
essential elements desired to be revealed in syntaxes when humans express
their emotions linguistically. The figurative emotion verbs are composed of
the syntaxes of emotional expression with the influence of the syntactic frame

of innate emotion verbs.

Key Word : Emotional Expression, Emotion Verbs, Construction, Innate Emotion

Verbs, Figurative Emotion Verbs
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