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A Study on Filmization of Hostesses’s Memoirs in 1970’s

Bak, So—young

This study analyzed three hostess movies that were originally memoirs
in the 1970s: Young-ah's Confession, Miss O’s Apartment, and 26x 365=0.
These films highlighted more clearly how hostesses were imagined and
consumed in the 1970’s Korean society than other movies. These memoirs
were dramatized based on personal experiences in the literary process. They
were adapted once again into films. In this process, lives that hostesses
desired to reveal were inevitably distorted and transformed.

The authors attempted to redefine themselves as not prostitutes who used
to be depraved but successful women escaping from the red-light district.
Alternatively, they confessed that they were pathetic and pitiable who made
an effort to break out of a vicious circle. Unfortunately, works of Omi Young,
Kang Young—a, and Choi Soo—hee, who attempted to have their own subjectivity
were transformed into a popular melodrama. In the cinematized process, their
efforts were reduced to passive beings who suffered from degenerate lives.
This confirmed that the 70s’ Korean society regarded hostesses as defeated
and peripheral ones who should be expelled after exploiting the pleasure that
they provided.

Key Word : memoir, memoir-movie, Hostess, hostess movies, self-writings, melodrama,
Young—-ah's Confession, Miss O’s Apartment, 26x365=0
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