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A Study on Writer's Consciousness of Ju Yo-seop

in "The guest and Mother,
Kim, Lee—an

Modern consciousness comes from the desire for freedom and equality and
longing for ego identity by members of society. Free love was, inter alia, a
reaction against the patriarchal feudalism based on status and class and seen
as a symbol of modernity. Education was the result of the will to achieve
national independence by eliminating illiteracy, and helped individuals to
improve their social status and reach self-realization as well. With such a
driving forces, Joseon gradually modernized itself in the 1930s, and was able
to assemble enough that the word modernity would not be awkward. That
is why capitalist culture settled down and modern consciousness became
prevalent, although the majority of the people were poor financially.

In this sociocultural context the main characters of "The guest and Mother,
are the newly educated social and modern elite who paid attention to their
individual egos, were open to free love, and were about to solve the widow's
remarriage problem. Even though they led financially stable lives and were
strayed by the tyranny of the remaining faithfulness of a widow, they fell
into the contradiction of modern times when feudal customs suppressed their
desire for love. The developments should be viewed as a strong reflection
of Ju Yo-seop’s values and purpose of writing. The author has provided
detailed descriptions of the inner conflict of the desperate people who should
break away from feudal customs. At the same time, he wanted to maximize
the injustice of the conflict by encouraging the reader to be empathetic, while
giving the reader an opportunity to discuss he choices of the intellectuals.

The sociocultural context of "The guest and Mother; is not based on a

love that can be vulgar, nor on criticizing customs. Ju Yo-seop was an
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intellectual who did not succumb to injustice but was a leader in social change,
and for him, love was the driving force of social revolution. In addition,
intellectuals were able to enjoy literature at the time. The author emphasizes
that through his literature even the most essential human desire, love, should
voice its criticism of the structure of society, which individuals cannot freely
choose. In particular, modern intellectuals convey the writer's consciousness
in that they should be able to recognize and resist internal customs, as if

they were moral factors.

Key Word: Ju Yo-seop, Writer's Consciousness, Love, Modern Consciousness,
Intellectual, Ego Identity, Resistance
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