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Figurative Expressions in Middle School Science Broadcasts

Song, Hyun—ju

The purpose of this study is to investigate the use of figurative expressions
in science broadcast lectures for middle school students. The figurative
expressions used in scientific discourse are considered scientific tools as well
as a creative expressions for explaining new theories. The expressions also
help provide an understanding of the scientific discourse community.

This study examined the use of figurative expressions in EBS junior high
school science broadcasts in the first, second, and third grades. The analysis
of the type and characteristics of the figurative expressions are as follows.
First, they shared structural attributes, and they were based on simple
correspondence between concrete (source) and concrete (target). Second,
teachers used figurative expressions to help learners easily understand the
scientific concepts. Third, the science lectures used expressions such as
"chelem(like), machi(like), machankaci(alike), tushata(look like), kathta(same),
piyuhata(analogy), sayngkakhata(think)” to repeatedly express metaphors.

Key Word : Science Discourse, Cognitive Linguistics, Usage Based Model, Figurative
Type, Figurative Expressions
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