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Comparative Linguistic Study on Number Expression

in Korean and Chinese

Li Weiwei-Yi Seon—ung

The purpose of this paper is to contrast the numerical expressions used
in the Korean and Chinese numeral systems. The numerical expression in
this paper is the quantity category expressed by the numerals. In the previous
study, numerals and numerical expressions were both included in the numeral
system. We constructed a microscopic numeral system of Korean and Chinese
numbers by paying attention to the constitution principle of the numerals.
We also constructed a numerical expression system for Korean and Chinese
numbers by expressing quantities using macroscopic numerals. The system
includes basic numerals, unit numerals, and union numerals from the Korean
numeral system, and basic numerals, unit numerals, auxiliary numerals, and
union numerals from the Chinese numeral system. Korean and Chinese
numerical expressions include integer expressions, ordinal expressions, and
approximate numerical expressions. In this paper, the integer expressions, the
ordinal expressions, and the approximate expressions used in the Korean and
Chinese numerical expression systems are compared; the differences and

common points between the expressions in each category are revealed.
Key Word : Korean, Chinese, numerals, the numeral expression, linguistic contrast
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