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A Study on the Education of Rhetorical Reading of Novel

Hong, In—young

This study focuses on the rhetorical aspects of novels. The purpose is to
examine related theories and explore rhetorical reading education methods
used with novels. The rhetorical approach to novel reading focuses on the
communication structure of the act of reading by considering the novel text
as the basis of the discourse and aims for the reader to accept the literary
works as an active participant. The learner makes a subjective and emotional
response upon researching the text containing the author’s intention and the
narrative method. The reader then establishes a concrete and valid basis for
his or her interpretation, focusing on language qualities, while performing a
rhetorical reading of the novel. This is a dialogue with the subjects participa
ting in the narrative communication situation. In this process, the reader can
cultivate a critical attitude towards the written material by practicing using
value judgments on persuasive texts.

The rhetorical reading of a novel first requires an inquiry as to the
rhetorical type, which regards the novel as a structure designed by the
author’s detailed strategy. The reader takes a critical point of view and
considers the intention of the text through an aesthetic, emotional and ethical
judgment process. Second, it is a rhetorical attitude of reading activity that
aims open interpretation based on pluralism of novel text as art of language.

This study investigated rhetoric, hermeneutics, and disintegration as the
theoretical basis and explored the rhetorical approach of narratology which
constitutes the basis of novel education. Based on this, there are three edu
cation methods of rhetorical reading of the novel: ‘reading the rhetoric as a
character of the text and exploring the intention of the text’, ‘Thetorical reading

based on competition with text’, and ‘deconstructive reading beyond the



unreadability’.

Key Word: Novel Education, Rhetorical Reading of Novel, Narrator, Reader,
Narrative Communication, Intention of Text, Contest with Text,

Unreadability
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