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A Study on the Momirity of Kim Woo-Jin's Drama
<Leeyoungnyo>
-Focus on the Third Act

Kim, Young—hak

Remembering that a drama is written with an assumption that it is for
performance, this study aimed to identify the theatricality realized in the Act
IIT of Kim Woo-Jin's drama <Leeyoungnyo>. As in the Act III of
<Leeyoungnyo>, the text was based on the momirity of the characters and
sound, unlike seen in Acts I and II, and theatricality of the text can be
effectively examined. This study gave a focus on the Merleau Ponty’s
phenomenology of the body as a study method.

First, this study examined the momirity of characters and as a result, it
was discovered that Kim Woo-Jin intended the Act III of <Leeyoungnyo>
to deliver the delicate psychological change of characters through their bodies.
The momirity obtained awoke bodies of the audience sensually to join in the
drama. That is, the audience’s bodies in a stage could be born again as the
phenomenological bodies for perception. Thus, the existence of the character’s
bodies, which were obtained through exclusion of words, also highlighted the
momirity of the audience who existed. The audience’s perception could be
extended to the level of the sensual feeling beyond reasonable accommodation.

Second, this study examined the momirity of sound. Kim Woo-Jin had
sound effects and talks between the two women, which could be heard in
an empty stage. Such exceptional stage direction emphasized the momirity
of sound, and the semantic function of language that would work as logos.
As such the momirity of sound induced us to feel what was invisible over
the sensuous horizon, whereby the performance could be better.

As examined above, Kim Woo—Jin recognized the bodies as a subject in
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writing <Leeyoungnyo>, and accepted them as existence that communicates
with the world. It was surprising that the materiality of the bodies realized
in his drama has the same directionality as the post-drama. It was proved
that he was a playwright of the formation period of modern drama, when
the realism drama and naturalism drama were introduced and enjoyed during
the modernism transcending the ages.

Kim Woo-Jin realized phenomenological body in <Leeyoungnyo>,
although he did not know that the theories of phenomenology at the time when
he was active in creating. It means that he fiercely explored the concepts
of theatricality while writing dramas. It is expected that <Leeyoungnyo> will

be often performed in a stage thanks to such theatricality.

Key Word : body, exist, phenomenology of body, momirity, theatricality
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