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Modemist Rha Hye-seok’s Experience and Ideology

Kim Kyung—min

Rha Hye-seok became understand as the concept of ‘body’ by the
experience as a painter and the western modern art education. Based on these,
she realized the new concept of an ‘individual’ as an independent and
subjective being. She understood the new modern ideology abstractly, as well
as made her actualized by it through her practical behavior. She realized with
her concept of a new ideology that it not only applied to the body itself, but
also was the right concept for the property achieved by the body belong to
the individual. Based on these perceptions, she claimed legal ownership about
her body and property. The first example was when she started an action
suing Choi-rin, who was the scandal partner for compensation on the
violation of chastity. The other example was requiring her husband for the
division of the assets during the procedure of their divorce. Instead of solving
the problems such as divorce or her scandal privately, she wanted her right
to be authorized through the legal way. Recognizing her own legal right and
requiring it with justice are the reasons which define her as a modernist. She
understood the new ideology such as the modern individual, and the right
given to them and actualized her perspective through the use of personal and
practical action. Her whole life shows the improvement toward the modern
individual being.

Key Word : Rha Hye-seok, Modern Individual, Arts Education, Lawsuit,

Homo Juridicus
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