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A study on the Soviet travel poems “Red flag”
Kim, Tae—ok

This paper analyzes the travel purposes of poet Oh Jang—-Whan, an
important research subject in history of modern Korean poetry, to the Soviet
Union and traces his steps there by analyzing a collection of poetry entitled
the "Red flag”(1950), which functions as a key text for the biographical
research, in the way that is a result of travel to the Soviet Union and clearly
reflects the purposes of his writing. The "Red flag,” written as a result of
Oh Jang-Whan's travel to the Soviet Union for various purposes, contains
the poet’s personal impression of the Soviet Union and the congruence’s of
political ideology of the Soviet Union and North Korea. In addition, through
the form of a circular composition of the departure and return, in other words,
returning to the first place, Oh Jang-hwan had time to confirm to the
possibility of realizing the mission and the poetic ideal as a poet. The "Red
flag” has value not only as the study materials of Oh Jang-Whan's personal
biography, but also as his historical records, in which he is able to verify
pieces of occurred events on the Korean Peninsula right after it’s liberation
and between the years 1948 and 1949.
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